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Tuskegee Airmen at Southwest Airlines

The Tuskegee Airmen were dedicated, determined young
men who enlisted to become America's first black mili-
tary airmen. These airmen, who trained as single-engine
or multi-engine pilots for bomber escort missions, were
stationed at Tuskegee Army Air Field (TAAF) in Tuske-
gee Alabama. The first aviation cadet class began in July
1941 and completed training nine months later in March
1942. During WWII, four hundred and fifty of the pilots
who were trained at TAAF served overseas in either the
99th Pursuit Squadron (later the 99th Fighter Squadron)
or the 332nd Fighter Group. Their reputation as fighter
pilots and escorts earned them the title “Red-Tailed
Angels” due to the distinctive red marking on the tail of
their fighters.

Advance fifty years, and the Tuskegee Airmen have
earned their rightful place in history. At the Southwest
Airlines headquarters in Dallas, Texas, a decision is made
to introduce the staff of Southwest Airlines to the remain-
ing members of the Tuskegee Airmen. And once again,

these members of aviation history are matched with the
planes they so fearlessly piloted through the skies of Gear List
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Events are tricky, bring a friend.
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